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investigation, its author is about a century be- 
hind time, as every student of the actual re- 
mains of earliest man knows the painful but 
irrefutable evidence of his worse than barbar- 
ous, his really brutal, condition, apart from all 
comparisons with modern savages. 

A BOOKLET ON ETHNOLOGY. 

Dr. Michael Habeelandt is a 'Privatdo- 
cent ' in the University of Vienna and also 
Curator of the Ethnographic Collection in the 
Royal Museum of that city. A few months 
ago there appeared from his pen a duodecimo 
treatise on Ethnography which offers much the 
best summary of the science which I have any- 
where seen. Of its 200 pages half are devoted 
to general principles, those which belong to 
' Ethnology ;' and the remainder to descriptive 
ethnography. Both are characterized by thor- 
ough familiarity with the facts, and careful, in- 
dependent reflection on them. The introduc- 
tion discusses, with remarkable clearness, the 
principles of social degeneration and evolution. 

Just such brief, clear, up-to-date books as 
this are what we need in anthropology in this 
country. It is better to write them than to 
translate them, and it is unfortunate that we 
still lack them. (Volkerkunde, G. P. Goschen, 

Leipzig. 1898.) 

D. G. Bbinton, 
TJnivebsity of Pennsylvania. 



SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS. 

In the present issue of Science — which opens 
a new volume — the short notes are placed at 
the end, in the part of the number which is the 
last to be printed. These notes should contain 
reliable, prompt and full information, and men 
of science in America and abroad are requested 
to contribute items of news whose publication 
will forward the objects of this Jouenal. 

The Paris Academy of Sciences has awarded 
its Lalande prize to Dr. S. C. Chandler, of Cam- 
bridge, Mass., and the Damoiseau prize to Dr. 
George W. Hill, of Columbia University. 

Pbopessob G. W. Farlow, of Harvard Uni- 
versity, has been elected President of the Amer- 
ican Society of Naturalists. Professor H. C, 
Bumpus, of Brown University, to whom the 
recent growth and successful meetings of the 



Society have been in large measure due, has 
resigned the Secretaryship and is succeeded by 
Professor T. H. Morgan, of Bryn Mawr Col- 
lege. 

Pbopessob R. S. Woodward, of Columbia 
University, has been elected President of the 
American Mathematical Society in succession to 
Professor Simon Newcomb. 

Professor John Dewey, of the University 
of Chicago, has been elected President of the 
American Psychological Association. 

The office of Mr. W. T. Hornaday, Director 
of the New York Zoological Park, has been 
moved from 69 Wall Street to the Park, South- 
ern Boulevard and 183d Street, and communi- 
cations should now be sent to this address. The 
offices are temporarily established in the Elk 
House, near the southwest corner of the Park. 

The Rev. Dr. Bartholomew Price, Master 
of Pembroke College, Oxford, and until last 
year Sedleian professor of natural philosophy, 
died on December 29th in his 81st year. He 
was the author of works on dynamics and on 
the calculus. 

Dr. John B. Hamilton, formerly Surgeon- 
General of the U. S. Marine Hospital Service, 
editor of the Journal of the American Medical 
Association and professor of surgery at the Rush 
Medical College, Chicago, died at Elgin, 111., 
on December 24th. 

Db. William Munk, the well-known London 
physician, died on December 20th, aged 73. 
He was formerly Librarian of the Harveian Li- 
brary of the Royal College of Physicians and 
author of the Roll of the College and other 
works, both of a biographical character and on 
medical subjects. 

The New York Section of the American 
Chemical Society was able to receive the So- 
ciety at its recent New York meeting in the 
Chemists' Club, newly established in the build- 
ing at 108 West 55th Street. The club-house 
contains a large assembly room for meetings, 
smaller rooms and accommodation for the li- 
brary, which it is expected will be deposited 
there. The President of the Club is Professor 
Charles F. Chandler, of Columbia University. 

The Royal Institution, London, was founded 
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in 1799 and will this year celebrate its cente- 
nary by special exercises, the character of which 
has not yet been announced. 

The Boston Medical Committee has awarded 
its prize to Dr. Guy Hinsdale, of Philadelphia, 
for an essay on Acromegaly, which has just 
been published. For 1900 two prizes are of- 
fered by the Committee : (1) A prize of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars for the best dissertation 
on 'The Results of Original Work in Anatomy, 
Physiology or Pathology,' the subject to be 
chosen by the writer. (2) A prize of one hun- 
dred and fifty dollars for the best dissertation 
on 'The Method of "Origin of Serpentine Ar- 
teries and the Structural Changes to be found 
in them ; Their Relation to Arteria-capillary 
Fibrosis, Obliterating Endarteritis and to En- 
darteritis Deformans.' Dissertations on these 
subjects must be sent on or before January 1, 
1900, to the Secretary of the Committee, Dr. 
W. F. Whitney, Harvard Medical School, Bos- 
ton, Mass. 

The Paris Academy of Medicine has held its 
annual public meeting for 1898 and awarded 
the large number of prizes at its disposal. No 
less than forty prizes were given, not including 
a large number of medals. 

Dr. Nolan has presented to the Philadelphia 
Academy of Natural Sciences, as a memorial of 
the late Dr. Joseph Leidy, five volumes of 
biographical notices, portraits, autograph let- 
ters and original drawings. The first volume 
contains several addresses and articles prepared 
on the occasion of Dr. Leidy's death and other 
interesting biographical material. The second 
volume contains botanical drawings and notes 
and the remaining three volumes zoological 
drawings and notes. The volumes are care- 
fully indexed. 

At the next meeting of the British Medical 
Association, which will be held at Portsmouth 
from the 1st to the 4th of August, the address 
in medicine will be given by Sir Richard Powell 
and the address in surgery by Professor Alex- 
ander Ogston. 

~ Among those who will give Friday evening 
discourses before the Royal Institution, London, 
during the present season are Lord Rayleigh, 
Professor H. L. Callandar, Mr. Victor Horsley, 



Professor H. S. Hele-Shaw and Professor Dewar, 
who will give the first lecture on January 20th, 
on Liquid Hydrogen. 

The English papers contain details of the 
meeting to further the objects of the National 
Association for the Prevention of Consumption, 
held at Marlborough House on December 20th. 
The Prince of Wales presided, and addresses 
were made by Sir William Broadbent, Sir 
Granger Stewart, President of the British Med- 
ical Association, Dr. Moore, President of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Ireland, Sir 
James Sawyer, Dr. Andrew, President of the 
Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh, and 
Professor McFadyean. The Marquis of Salis- 
bury moved the following resolution': "This 
meeting desires to express its approval of the 
effort which is being made by ' The National 
Association for the Prevention of Consumption 
and other Forms of Tuberculosis ' to check the 
spread of the diseases due to tubercle, and to 
promote the recovery of those suffering from 
consumption and tuberculous disease generally. 
It also commends the method adopted by the 
Association of instructing public opinion and 
stimulating public interest rather than the ad- 
vocacy of measures of compulsion . ' ' This reso- 
lution was seconded by Sir Samuel Wilkes, 
President of the Royal College of Physicians, 
and carried unanimously. Remarks were made 
by Lord Rosebery, Mr. Walter Long, M. P., 
and the Prince of Wales. It was announced 
that the London partners of Werner, Beit & Co. 
had contributed £20,000 for the erection of a 
sanitarium to be administered by the Associa- 
tion. 

According to cablegrams to the London 
Times, Colonel Lawrie, Plague Commissioner in 
Haidarabad, gave evidence on December 19th 
before the Plague Commission. He stated that 
the first indigenous case occurred in January, 
1897. The measures adopted were evacuation, 
disinfection, and the burning of floors and walls 
in kilns. Haffkine's fluid was not a serum, but a 
putrescent organic liquid containing micrococci 
of putrefaction and occasionally pathogenic or- 
ganisms. It was, therefore, directly against 
modern medicine and antiseptic surgery to 
inject the fluid. Inoculation had not been 
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adopted. The burning process was found sat- 
isfactory as a means of destroying the plague. 
Mr. Stevens, Deputy-Commissioner, said that 
68 villages in Haidarabad territory had been 
attacked during 1898. Disinfection by burning 
in kilns had absolutely destroyed all germs. 
No bacteria were found in the ashes; the 
plague never reappeared, and the villages were 
completely disinfected by the kilns. The 
plague fugitives were sent back in charge of the 
police. The classes most affected were low- 
caste Hindus. Mohammedans were not so liable 
to infection, nor were the herdsmen, who lived 
in the open air. Age and sex made no apparent 
difference. Captain Johnson, on December 20th, 
described experiments which had been made to 
determine whether living organisms were found 
in Haffkine's fluid. Out of six bottles five 
showed a distinct growth; the other was doubt- 
ful. Mazhar Husain, a native practitioner, 
stated that in the villages in the Naldrug dis- 
trict corpses and their appendages were burnt 
where such a course was not forbidden by re- 
ligion ; in other cases the dead bodies were 
buried eight feet deep. The kiln process was 
adopted with all houses irrespective of individ- 
ual infection. After the evacuation the fall in 
mortality was striking. The villages were re- 
occupied two months after the cessation of 
deaths. No case occurred among infants. Fair 
success was obtained by treatment with red 
iodide of mercury pills. Colonel Lawrie, re- 
called, expressed his willingness to use Haff- 
kine's fluid if it were rendered sterile, provided 
it was proved to retain its prophylactic power 
under those conditions. He admitted that the 
fluid as now used afforded considerable protec- 
tion, but denied that it gave immunity. Sterili- 
zation, he thought, might render it useless. 
The plague returns for the second week in De- 
cember showed a further rise for Bombay city 
and district, and also for Madras and the Cen- 
tral Provinces. There was a considerable fall 
in the returns from Mysore. 



UNIVERSITY AND EDUCATIONAL NEWS. 

In addition to the million dollars given by 
Lord Strathcona for the endowment of the 
Eoyal Victoria College for Women, McGill Uni- 



versity and the endowment of a chair of history 
by Sir William MacDonald, already announced 
in this Journal,. we are informed that at the 
same time Lady Strathcona and the Hon. Mrs. 
Howard each gave $50,000 for the Faculty of 
Medicine and that the Board of Governors of the 
University gave $200,000 'for general endow- 
ment. 

At a recent conference on secondary educa- 
tion convened by Victoria University at Owens 
College, Manchester, on December 3d, a resolu- 
tion was passed recommending that the educa- 
tion department should be represented by a 
Minister of Education of Cabinet rank. 

Governor Roosevelt will, it is understood, 
serve actively on the Board of Regents of the 
University of the State of New York, of which 
he is ex-offloio a member, and will accept the 
Chairmanship of the Committee on the State 
Library. Recent Governors of the State have 
neglected this duty. 

At Trinity College, Cambridge, the Coutts 
Trotter studentship of the value of £250 for 
the promotion of original research in natural 
science, open to graduates of the College not 
being Fellows, has been divided between H. H. 
Dale, B.A. (zoology and physiology), and the 
Hon. R. J. Strutt, B.A. (physics), both scholars 
of the College. 

Dr. Eugen Dubois has been called to a pro- 
fessorship in geology in the University of Am- 
sterdam. Dr. Kippenberger has been ap- 
pointed professor of chemistry in the University 
of Breslau. Dr. Wagner has qualified as do- 
cent in physical chemistry in the University of 
Leipzig and Dr. Weinschenk in mineralogy 
and geology in the Polytechnic Institute at 
Munich. In the University of Paris, M. Vidal 
de la Blache has been appointed professor of 
geography and M. Seailles has been made pro- 
fessor of philosophy. M. Lacour has been made 
associate professor in the Faculty of Science at 
Nancy. In University College, London, Mr. 
W. G. Savage has buen appointed as assistant 
in the department of bacteriology and Mr. G. 
Bertram Hunt, M.D., has been appointed as- 
sistant in the department of pathological his- 
tology. 



